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Welcome!

It has been some time since we issued a Newsletter. Nevertheless, BACH has been busy
pursuing opportunities which, as yet, have not seen success. Details of these endeavours
are outlined below.

But first,

News of changes in our team.

At this year’s Annual General Meeting two new directors were appointed, and a warm
welcome is extended to Jan Parker and Sarah Carney. Ann Landridge also joined as a
director last month, welcome Ann! Robert Tigg and James Tigg will step down later this
year to assure a smooth handover. A first priority is to appoint a new treasurer and
volunteers are being sought.

For those that will be stepping down it has been an extraordinary experience, if not a little
frustrating, as BACH tries to develop opportunities.

BACH'’s involvement in the Neighbourhood Plan work and the Bridport Local Area
Partnership Housing Group has accentuated the need for, and dire shortage of, truly
affordable homes in our area.

It is good to see that last year Bridport Town Council made a commitment to social housing
and established a housing group focused on meeting this commitment.

What do we see as opportunities for BACH?
New-build prospects

The developers of Foundry Lea have offered a serviced plot for 8 terraced homes in a
central location of Phase 3 of the development. We are working with Symene CLT on this.

It is also worth noting that the developers are offering 8 pleasantly located self-build plots
on the edge of the site. We urge the more energetic self-builders of our community to take
note!

Otherwise, it has been a case of ‘no land, no project’. We have been working closely with
Bridport Town Council to identify potential sites and are hopeful that one small site at least
will become available.

Various sites have been identified in the draft Local Plan which could lend themselves to
development by a community land trust - we will see what emerges in 2026 in the next
phase of the Plan.
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Refurbishment

The other route we have been exploring is that of refurbishment of existing buildings. Here
is a summary of where we are on this front.

Boldwood House

We were approached by Bridport Town Council
to work with Magna Housing (the owners) to
come up with proposals for this empty building
situated on the west side of Bridport.

We developed ideas for refurbishment of the
building into self-contained affordable flats
including two flats which Dorset council would
have used for homeless families.

The ground floor of the building would be a workshop providing training and
employment.

With Magna’s encouragement we looked at the whole site and developed a business
plan. Funds from Dorset Council assisted us. However, Magna decided not to proceed
preferring to look at demolition and new build.

The building’s layout presents challenges in terms of access to flats and fire safety. The
solution was to create a wrap-around structure and walkways.

To date, the building still remains empty. An undoubted source of frustration.

Chancery House

This building, just through a passage off East Street, is owned by Daniel Taylor Almshouses.
It has planning permission to be converted to 8 small affordable flats. We approached the
owners with a proposal to lease the building and complete the conversion. Our proposal
was rejected, and it is now understood that the building is under offer and hope that
whoever owns it will deliver these much needed homes..

Princess Road, Skilling

Number 12, a corner plot with large garden was purchased by Dorset Council using
Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO). We were invited to look at retrofitting the property
and in doing so providing training and employment. BACH would enter into a lease back
arrangement with Dorset Council to house homeless families. There was potential to
develop another property in the garden. After considerable discussion Dorset Council
chose to follow-up internally.
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Hazelmead - a salute.

Since our last Newsletter this Bridport Co-Housing project delivering 53 homes has been
completed and the homes occupied by local people and NHS support staff. Hazelmead
has been some 13 years in the making and is deserving of the high praise it has received.
Congratulations from BACH, and may we follow in your footsteps!

Affordable Homes at Foundry Lea

A recent article in the Bridport & Lyme Regis News covers the fact that Phase 1 of Bridport’s
Foundry Lea development of 760 homes is set to deliver the first tranche of the planned 280
affordable homes. https://share.google/JiabJxtDd9darExF1

“Bridport Area Community Housing, which has campaigned for years on the town's
worsening housing situation, has welcomed the first releases.

Director Jan Parker said the new homes — and the promise of more to come in
phases — offered real hope to local people who have been priced out or stuck in
insecure accommodation.

However, she warned that some households could be losing out simply because
they are not on the [Dorset Council] housing register, despite being eligible.”

The first seven affordable homes were allocated by Abri Housing Association on March 10
through the Home Choice system to people already registered with Dorset Council and with
a local connection to Bridport or Symondsbury.

There are a significant number of people currently registered and potentially eligible to be
allocated affordable homes in the area, nevertheless registration is a crucial and essential
first step for those hoping to live in an affordable home.

Residents can quickly check if they qualify by completing Dorset Council’s short online
pre-application form, hitps://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/housing/register-for-housing .

Help with registration is available from Bridport Citizens Advice and the town’s library.

Alongside the affordable rental homes, there will also be opportunities to buy shared
ownership properties at the site. Shared ownership allows buyers to purchase a share of a
home and pay rent on the remaining share to the landlord providing a more affordable
route into home ownership. Anyone interested in shared ownership is being asked to
register directly with Abri. (Type in to your search engine Foundry Lea Bridport Shared
Ownership)

Further Plans

As well as pursuing opportunities the directors are considering holding a series of short
workshops where information can be exchanged aimed at assisting those in housing need.
This could cover subjects such as:

What is an ‘affordable home’?

Why it is important to be on the Housing Register and how to get on it.

What affordable homes, how many, and when will be delivered as part of the
Foundry Lea 760 home development.

Members and readers are invited to comment on and add to this list!
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More Information and Membership

Please contact us should you require more information about BACH. Simply email
info@bridportach.org.uk

We can also send you a printable version of our membership application form.

Thank you,
BACH directors

Bridport Area
Community Housing

‘Homes for local people, affordable for ever’

Bridport Area Community Housing Ltd. is registered under the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 as a
Community Benefit Society.
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